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Kia Ora Newtown,

In this issue we celebrate a few things 
uniquely New Zealand - NZ music and 
New Zealand Sign Language.

May is once again NZ Music month. This 
initiative started originally as NZ Music 
week back in the 90s. When the Labour 
government in 2001 established the NZ 
Music Industry Commission they extended 
it and now we’ve got a whole month! It’s 
aim was to raise the profile of local music 
and to encourage commercial radio to get 
on board by increasing radio play for New 
Zealand music - and it worked. 

That was many moons ago and I must 
admit I have the odd eyeroll about 
today’s NZ Music Month - the format 
seems tired and tends to support more 
commercial acts. I also don’t feel that we 
need a month specifically to celebrate 
NZ music - listen to what you vibe, when 
you vibe it, celebrate what you like as 
you like it!  However, it’s always a good 
thing to promote homegrown talent and 
have NZ music celebrated. Better to have 
something to have a wee grumble about 
than nadda at all?!

You can flick to pages 5 and 6 to explore 
Newtown’s Sound with Rachel Evans and 
her article “Get on Down in Newtown”! She 
reminds you of all the places you can find 
some sweet sounds in this suburb of ours.

New Zealand Sign Language week is 
being held from May 8th to Sunday 14th. 
On page 7 you can check out  some signs 
related to Newtown and get practising with 
your mates! 

As always on the rear of the zine we have 
“What’s the Happs” our monthly ‘go to 
guide’ for Newtown.  Winter doesn’t have 
to be spent bunkered down inside being 
bored!

Until next month - stay well and stay warm! 
Nga mihi,
 
Eryn Gribble                                            
newtowns.newsletter@gmail.com

Cover image by Hoots
Design by Zoe Deans

KIA ORA NEWTOWN

Thanks to the support of our amazing local businesses! Please support them back!

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the original authors and other 
contributors. These views and opinions do not necessarily reflect those of the Newtown Community & 
Cultural Centre.
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Mosaiced at the entrance of a home on 
Adelaide road are the words “Garden 
of Hope”. This is Rhys Casie’s family 
home that I have been welcomed into - 
more than just a home,  it’s also been a 
sanctuary and place of peace for people 
dealing with cancer and other illnesses.
 
Rhys grew up in Newtown and his opinion 
of its grit and spit hasn’t always been 
shiny. As a young boy he witnessed a 
stabbing in broad daylight that left him 
in a bitter mind about where he lived. He 
wrote a scathing essay about the area for 
a school assignment, but a gentle critique 
offered by his mum encouraged him to 
see Newtown’s flavours from a wider 
perspective.
 
Rhys has seen a good chunk of Newtown’s 
transformation from one of the best 
vantage points; he has worked at most of 
Newtown’s cafes in their various stages 
of ownership and metamorphosis. You 
can find him these days at Black Coffee 
on Riddiford Street. He loves the collection 
of characters that a cafe can bring and 
the diverse conversations that are found 
flowing between people at the tables.

“It’s a freeing place to be. You get people 
that have just picked up their methadone 
sitting down and chatting with hospital 
workers.”
 
Rhys is not a pretentious guy, but as he 
puts it “I’m a pretty snobby person when it 
comes to coffee” and as a connoisseur of 
the caffeine cupping craft he has the right 
to be. “We live in a town where if you go to 
a cafe and get a sh** coffee the chances 
are you probably won’t go back there.”

A process he’s particularly enthused about 
is the cold brew, coarsely ground beans 
wrapped in a fine cloth and left to soak 
in cold water for a couple of days. It’s a 
refreshingly non acidic coffee with kick 
that I can vouch for.
 
The daily tap and grind of a barista has 
its physical wear and tear though. Rhys 
has developed issues with his shoulder 
muscles. Searching for a strengthening 
regime, he got involved in the Wellington 
Circus Hub on Hutchison Road. Being 
smallish of stature, he took to the trapeze 
like a bird out of water. “It’s one of those 
things that you see and think I’ll never do 
that,” he says. But now he’s a full blown 
addict and loves nothing more than 
getting high and flying round!

Rhys is steps away from a European 
adventure that will take his trapezing to 
new levels.
He’s also looking forward to being a 
traveling gypsy, speaking spanish, being 
involved with different communities and 
introducing a cut of our kiwi coffee culture.
 
We wish him all the best and will praise his 
presence when he’s back! 

MICHAEL RIVERS SHOOTS THE BREEZE WITH RHYS CASIE



GET ON DOWN IN  NEWTOWN
BY RACHEL MIRANDA EVANS

Looking out at the windswept vista from my kitchen table I 
am struck by the sound of the storm. It’s interspersed with the 
whooping of wet gibbons and punctuated by that 7.55 am start 
up sound of the neighbouring V8 engine. Reminding me of the 
power of sound to narrate our lives, for without turning on anything 
electronic or giving my mandolin a sneaky strum, my cup of tea has 
a backing track of cinematic perfection.

Music is all around us, within us. For listening and dancing to, 
laughing, for crying to, breaking to and most definitely for the 
making, too. May is NZ Music Month. Newtown has the highest 
number of copyright recorded songs in the country and given this, it 
makes sense to take a look at what’s happening in the local music 
scene. 

We’re a suburb that’s known to be home to many musicians. Since 
the opening of Moon down on Riddiford street and the closing 
down of staple city venues such as Mighty Mighty, Puppies and 
Bodega, it seems that we’re becoming more of a focal point for live 
music in the wider city.

The Newtown Festival infuses the local scene with the collective 
energy of diverse artists. Whilst researching in hope of being 
able to come up with a favourite song (I was out of town for this 
year’s festival) I find myself side tracked by the ethereal currents 
of psychedelic punk that take me to a place with no coordinates. 
Contrasted against the Latino beats or the homegrown sound 
of Newtown Rocksteady it’s quite a genre spanning feat of what 
music is being created here in our locale. It is in music that we see 
reflected the individual identities that weave the rich tapestry of our 
collective culture.

It is a strange and curious thing, these individual identities and 
unique sets of experiences that mould our preferences and musical 
tastes. With such a multitude of sound so readily available, we are 
able to enjoy niche sub-genres that we would never have heard 
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before the advent of the internet. Reflecting upon my relationship 
with the local music scene, I do find myself squirming slightly. If I 
play Spotify in my bedroom. . . and my bedroom is in Newtown. . . 
does that mean I’m listening to local music? 

As a lover of live music, and a musician (ok, gonna claim it) myself, it 
is strings of faulty logic such as these that have me up in arms and 
hopefully up on my feet, too. Without wading through the statistics 
we all know  most major record labels don’t pay musicians enough 
and that supporting live acts, and yes, buying their self-produced  
CD too, is by far the best way to show your appreciation for artists 
that you want to see prosper.  

New Zealand record label Loop features artists such as Trinity 
Roots and Fly My Pretties was originally founded here in Newtown, 
however it is now based in Auckland. And although it disappeared 
from the google-able past, local word has it that many big bands 
including Fat Freddies Drop recorded at The Surgery on Daniell St. 
Down on Wilson, Death Ray Records keeps the hipster cred of our 
neighbourhood alive by providing an essential venue for pursuing 
vinyl.  I lack the storage space for the trend, but I do appreciate the 
movement to collect and curate the music that you love.

There’s something special about celebrating the sounds of 
celebration and it is in this space that I feel music most truly 
speaks. As a self confessed folkie there’s something about creating 
music with friends combined with a campfire that does it for me. 
But although I’m acoustically minded there’s a way you can dance 
only when the bass is provided and I swear chairs weigh less if you 
try stack them to Missy Elliot. Grooving to something Klezmatic 
makes up for a lack of holidays in the Adriatic and Bowie will be 
there waiting even on those nights when the stars are hidden by 
clouds.

With the sun leaking in the manner of the fast approaching wintery 
season, it’s reminding me of even more of a reason to get out to 
listen to more live music. With New Year’s resolutions safely out 
the way, how better to celebrate the month of May, than to eat 
pizza and listen to some banging tunes at Moon? Check out their 
chalkboard of choice or on a Friday night, try the Baobab Open 
Mic. If the cold is starting to get to you, then it’s time to come on 
down, walk that whole 7 minutes into central Newtown!
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Welcome to the first installment of 'This is not a 
drill!' a new regular segment brought to you by the 
Newtown Tool Library. Each month we'll profile a tool 
of the month and discuss useful things to do with that 
tool. This issue we're looking at the Ryobi cordless 
screwdriver, a nifty little lithium battery powered 
rechargeable device that comes with all the right bits 
for the job. Ever have kit-set furniture that you just 
want to put it together (or take it apart) really quickly? 
Then this is the tool for you! Whether it's a wobbly pot 
handle, a door sagging on it's hinges or you're making something from scratch, this cute 
little guy can save heaps of time and elbow grease. With six hex socket bits it's also super 
handy for tightening or loosening bolts or hex head screws if you need to do some minor 
car or bike maintenance. Hot tip: Got a really stubborn screw? Loosen it first by hand 
then use the Ryobi to avoid stripping the screw head. If the head does get stripped, use a 
dremel with a cutting disk or a file to cut a groove in the screw head. Then use a flat head 
screwdriver to remove the stubborn screw. Voila! You've got a screw loose!



CELEBRATING NEW ZEALAND  
SIGN LANGUAGE!

MAY 8-14 IS NZSL WEEK!
GIVE IT A GO WITH OUR NEWTOWN-THEMED WORDS BELOW

Sign language is a combination of hand shapes, facial expressions and body movements. 
NZSL is one of New Zealand's official languages (along with Te Reo and English) and more 
than 24,000 New Zealanders use NZSL daily. It is the 12th most frequently used language 
out of approximately 190 languages currently used in New Zealand (Census 2006). Like 
Te Reo, NZSL is strictly home-grown. There are hundreds of sign-based languages in use 
around the world and they vary widely. American sign language, for example, can be hard 
to understand for the British Sign Language user.

Two thumbs up to the wonderful folk over at the Deaf studies research unit of Victoria 
University for their online NZSL dictionary - you can find them here:
http://nzsl.vuw.ac.nz
They even have an app you can download for your smarty-phone to make it all the more 
easier to learn and use this awesome language!

AOTEAROA WELLINGTON HOME

DIVERSE SCRUFFY EXCELLENT

COMMUNITY UNUSUAL FRIENDLY
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WHAT’S THE HAPPS?
NEW CLASSES AT THE NEWTOWN 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Got an itch to get out and take up a new hobby? 
We’ve got some great new activities on at the 
Newtown Community Centre that might hit the 
spot. Niki Phillips is running Painting Classes on 
Sats (1-3pm) & Suns (10am-12noon). If you’re 
bent on yoga, Kim has a class for you - Thursday 
Yoga is back - 5.30-6.45pm at Newtown Hall 
on Daniell Street. Keen to brush up on your 
public speaking skills? Toastmasters is on every 
second and fourth Wednesday, 7.30-9.30 at the 
Newtown Community Centre. AFRA dance is 
back for term two! Different classes for adults, 
kids, parents & bubs are on Mons between 3.30-
7.30pm. For more info on any of these classes 
visit our website: newtowncommunity.org.nz/
weekly-timetable.html

MCLASS 
Term 2 English classes for refugees and 
migrants is kicking off on 1st May! MCLaSS 
(Multicultural Learning & Support Services) has 
classes right here in Newtown, but classes also 
run from other locations around Wellington, and 
they’re are all FREE! If you’ve missed the term 
start date, don’t worry, MCLaSS accepts rolling 
admissions if they’ve got spaces available. For 
more information head to their website 
mclass.org.nz

REPAIR CAFE
This event is back by popular demand! For 
those of you who didn’t make it to the Tool 
Library’s February Repair Cafe, A Repair Café 
is an event where friendly volunteers with repair 
skills teach you how to repair your things! Bring 
something that needs repairing – household 
items, clothing, jewellery, small electrical goods 
etc. If you have some repair skills up your sleeve 
and you’d like to get involved, send us an email 
at newtown.tool.library@gmail.com 
Free/koha. Saturday 11th May, 11am-2pm at 
the Newtown Community Centre, Cnr Rintoul & 
Colombo Streets

WELLINGTON FLEA MARKET AND CAR 
BOOT SALE
A new traditional flea market and car boot sale 
is starting at South Wellington Intermediate 
(SWIS)! Markets will run every 1st Sunday of 
the month and will be open to casual and 
permanent traders. Sign up your stall or head 

on down for a fun atmosphere with food and 
entertainers. The market will raise funds for 
SWIS and provide an opportunity for local 
community groups to promote and raise 
awareness for their causes. The first one is 
on Sunday 7th May, 10am-2pm at SWIS, 30 
Waripori St, Berhampore.  

OPERATION SAVE TAPU TE RANGA 
REBOOT
Tapu Te Ranga Marae are holding an open 
day and concert on 24th June to support and 
promote the future success of Wellington’s most 
unique communal Marae (the largest all wood 
structure in the southern hemisphere). If you 
have any talents to offer them (e.g. music, art, 
honey making etc) they would love to hear from 
you! Head to their Facebook page to register 
your support: 
facebook.com/events/409351582755591/

NEWTOWN ROCKSTEADY IN DUB
Newtown Rocksteady are performing at Space 
Place on 14th May! Featuring key members 
of Wellington’s music scene in an all brass, all 
bass, all party, big band, big dance, chant down 
MASH UP. Newtown Rocksteady has been 
bringing the sound and values of the original 
rocksteady movement to festivals, events 
and established New Zealand venues, with a 
generous dose of soul and a solid helping of 
skank, since 2007. This gig is not to be missed. 
Sunday 14th May, 8.30pm at Space Place, 40 
Salamanca Road, Kelburn. See their facebook 
page for tickets or more info: facebook.com/
events/766394220194912/ 

SEWING CLASSES IN KILBIRNIE!
Did you know that the Wellington Sewing 
Centre in the Kilbirnie Plaza offers a wide 
range of classes in all manner of crafty things? 
They provide expert, affordable, fun tuition for 
beginner and intermediate crafters. Classes 
include beginners’ overlocking, crochet, 
machine sewing, weaving, advanced knitting 
and more. They have small class sizes and 
experienced tutors. $10-15/hour of tuition, 
classes are 3 hours or more, and are on 
Thursday evenings, Saturday mornings or 
Sundays. Contact jo@sewingdirect.co.nz or 04 
3874506 or see their website sewingdirect.co.nz 
for more info. 
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