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PIPE WRENCH  Sparky O’Toole
If the names Colonel Mustard and Miss Scarlett ring any 
bells, there’s a good chance you may have accused them 
of wielding “The Wrench” in the library or billiards room! 
Gut-wrenchingly, Hasbro has pulled the plug on this lovable 
blunt instrument, removing it from the weapons list of the 
popular murder mystery board game, Cluedo. However, it 
still has a legitimate place in real kitchens and bathrooms.
 

Here’s a soup-er easy recipe to warm ya up over winter.
It’s as easy as one, two, eat!



 Often we hear that young people bring fresh, new ideas and this is why consultation with 
them is important – or that ‘young people are the future’, so it is easy to lose sight of the 
amazing things they are undertaking right now. Let’s celebrate the action that young people 
are taking today! Young people are an asset to our communities with their enthusiasm, 
passion and strong sense of justice. 

This year’s theme for International Youth Day is ‘Youth Building Peace’, derived from United 
Nations Security Council (2015) recognition that “young people play an important and 
positive role in the maintenance and promotion of international peace and securitpositive role in the maintenance and promotion of international peace and security.”

Here are the stories of three young people from Wellington who have invested energy into 
people and spaces they love.

Chloe Bisley-Wright

Silas Phillips 

“Friends have given me feedback on how relatable and easy to 
get along with I am, and while I might not know exactly what 
someone is feeling I know enough to be relatable, which is something
I aim to translate in my engagements with my young people. Determination
and willingness is another aspect and the reason I got theand willingness is another aspect and the reason I got the Youth Work Wellington ‘Love Ya’ 
Work’  award last year. My purpose is to be a father figure in the lives of young people, more 
specifically the one I wished I had all my life. To be someone unconditionally loving to young 
people, someone who is patient and can see through the behaviour to the hurts young people 
carry within their hearts. Someone to trust and bear the burden with young people and to 
show that it doesn't matter what you have, but what you do with it. 

I'm a part of the streets team for Zeal I'm a part of the streets team for Zeal Wellington which is probably one of the more difficult 
youth work opportunities, because most youth work runs a service or a space where young 
people come and it is our space, so we set the culture and they come in looking to engage 
with what we are offering. ‘Streets’ is different in that we go through town on a Friday night 
and engage with young people. On the streets it is the young person’s environment and we 
ask to walk on the road where they are. Sometimes they don't want a bar of it, but we know 
doing this can be the only positive engagements with other people they have had all week. 
We let young people know there are doors open for them and we always aim to remind them We let young people know there are doors open for them and we always aim to remind them 
of that because as a young person it is so easy to feel isolated”.



Maggie Shippam 

“Friends have often described me as independent, adventure
driven and that I'm a bit cat obsessed. I feel my purpose in life is

both supporting others and learning as much as I can from the wide
range of people that I come in contact with, which are the values that were instilled in me by range of people that I come in contact with, which are the values that were instilled in me by 
my grandparents and my mother. One of the organisations that I volunteer for, InsideOUT, is 
having their annual Day of Silence on Friday the 18th of August. It's an event that raises 
awareness about the silencing of youth due to Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia. 

Find more about how you can get involved on our Facebook page”.
www.facebook.com/insideoutaotearoa

“I think my friends would say I am very honest, hard-working
and able to stay calm in stressful times. I believe that I
embody the traits passed down from my ancestors which is
why I feel that I am unique and adventurous. I am a passionate
Māori woman who has been involved in traditional voyaging
since I was 14 years old. This has taught me how to sail a canoe,
but it also to be humble and respectful. It has taught me aboutbut it also to be humble and respectful. It has taught me about
team-work, great leadership, as well as building an awareness to
protect our ocean and environment.

I’m not sure what my purpose is in life is, but I want to empower my people and be an advocate I’m not sure what my purpose is in life is, but I want to empower my people and be an advocate 
for the environment. I feel Māori and also our Pacific Island relatives have a close connection 
to the land, sea, lake and rivers and I feel that it’s important to recognise and acknowledge 
these qualities, as I believe it can preserve and sustain our natural resources not only here in 
Aotearoa but throughout Te Moana-Nui-a-Kiwa. When I was 19 I travelled to 15 countries 
around the world on a traditional voyaging canoe“.

Rereahu Hetet  



 Although he has a thick Irish accent, Chris was 
born in Liverpool, England. In 1991 his family 
made the move to Northern Ireland in the 
aftermath of the Thatcher government, this move 
was supported by the UK government in the hopes 
that small businesses, like Chris's fathers 
mechanics garage would help strengthen the mechanics garage would help strengthen the 
economy. 

By way of explaining the political climate during By way of explaining the political climate during 
this time he tells me he once witnessed a wheelie 
bin blocking a motorway lane. Cars were idling 
metres back from the bin as a large traffic jam was 
forming. “This was 1991 in Belfast and people 
would rather sit in a traffic jam for forty minutes 
than move a wheelie bin out of the way - cos there 
could easily be a bomb in it”.could easily be a bomb in it”. There wasn’t this 
time, and Chris tells me that although there was 
political conflict his childhood was not one steeped 
in fear. 

After school (which he aced) Chris wasn’t sure of 
his next move but he enjoyed his youth, partying 
and working to save enough scratch for travel 
which took him across Europe, Thailand and 
Australia. From all his travels a standout moment Australia. From all his travels a standout moment 
was the some 1500km solo bicycle journey he took 
all over Europe. “Riding along the La Meuse river, 
it was one of the happiest times of my life. No 
phone, no facebook, no destination. Tenting up on 
the side of the road each day.”

He speaks with a great affection for the friends 
and connections he's made throughout his 
travels. Lifting up his shirt he shows me a small travels. Lifting up his shirt he shows me a small 
stenciled styled portrait tattoo “this is my best 
friend, my brother jack, my soulmate!” He pulls 
back his ear and reveals another tattoo that 
says “Elaine”. Elaine, not an ex-girlfriend but a 
cherished friend, was studying architecture and 
struggling to care for her father who was 
embolized by a stroke. Chris, put travel on hold embolized by a stroke. Chris, put travel on hold 
and moved in to help her look after her father 
which enabled her to complete her degree. I’m 
humbled by this story of loyalty and true (yet 
platonic) love.

Once Elaine graduated Chris's itchy feet 
returned so six years ago he moved to 
WWellington. Out busking one night he met a local 
metalhead Matt. They got chatting over the band 
“The Sword” whose logo was emblazoned on 
Matt’s shirt. Matt insisted that Chris take up 
residence on his couch in Newtown - and Chris 
has been a Newtowner ever since.

Chris now resides on Hanson street, he’s
keeping local dreadheads like me happy with keeping local dreadheads like me happy with 
healthy heads of matted hair. Having been an 
owner of the dreadlock hairstyle for almost 9 
years, his 1 metre long locks are enviable! Chris 
has become pretty handy with his tool of the 
trade - a crochet hook - which enables him to 
create and maintain dreadlocks, a legit albeit 
niche trade.niche trade.

Our time for chatting is up, so I book an
appointment to get my dreadlocked roots fixed 
up - and you can too by emailing
wellingtondreadlocks@gmail.com! 



By Chris Rabey 
 On 20 July, 1896 the new Rintoul Street School opened. At 2pm the residents of the suburbs and their 
flock of youngsters gathered at the new building. In one of the corridors a luncheon had been set out, 
where the visitors were accommodated. Mr Joseph Blair, Chairman of the Education Board, formally 
opened the new school. He told the group this was the first opportunity within this district the Board had 
to open a school build a school? The 4 acres was a good central site for the new school, and he hoped 
“Rintoul Street School” would be a model teaching institution. Technical education and cooking classes 
were a feature of the school.   
The School became very popular, so much so that by 1903 classes were becoming too big. This 
prompted a meeting of householders at the instance of the School Committee on the 20th October 
1903 to consider pupil numbers. The Headmaster Mr Flux, was instructed not to admit pupils in excess 
of the carrying capacity which was set at 12 square feet of floor space per child. There was a large 
attendance of parents who were most indignant of the action of the Education Board to reduce the attendance of parents who were most indignant of the action of the Education Board to reduce the 
number of scholars attending the school instead of completing the school buildings thereby affording 
proper accommodation. 

The Board had neglected the building in the six years it had been in operation. There were six rooms 
that required maintenance work. They needed three more rooms or another building. The result was, 
that children unable to be accommodated at the school were transferred to Thorndon School at a cost 
of a penny per child. This, however didn’t take place for another 18 months, in April 1905.

Inspired by this month's theme - International Youth Day, Granny Smith consults her grandchildren
on what all the cool kids are saying! She’s done the work translating the latest “slanguage” 

(slang-language) to keep you current and culturally relevant!

By Granny Smith




