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World Pluto Day edition

Hui-Tanguru / February 2023



Kia ora Newtown

Thanks for the support of our amazing local businesses! Please support 'em back!

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the original authors and other
contributors. They do not necessarily reflect those of the Newtown Community & Cultural Centre.

Pluto cover art by Newtown artist John Henry William Kerkmeester
 

So, it's 2023. Anyone else still occasionally putting '2020' by accident when it comes to
writing the date?? Eeeek! Well either way, ngā mihi o te tau hou pākehā / happy pākehā
new year (of course, the more correct tau hou/ new year of Aotearoa is at Matariki!) 

If you've ever read the Newtown News before, you'll probably have noticed that we have a
different theme for each monthly edition, often based on a local or international notable
date from the month. Over the last few years as editor I've used up Waitangi Day,
Palentine's Day (remember to tell your friends you love them on the 13th!!) and a bunch of
other February dates...so here we are, marking World Pluto Day on the 18th Hui-Tanguru -
the date it was discovered in 1930. As you'll probably know, Pluto was demoted as a planet
back in 2006, meaning some might say that we're scraping the bottom of the barrel of
Newtown News topics by celebrating an ex- bona fide planet, but I reckon not. 

Pluto is totally the underdog, the cool one. Even tho it's doing it tough and may be pushed
aside or overlooked by the bigger players,  we'd all definitely be rooting for it in the movie.
I reckon Newtown is the Pluto of Wellington - we may not win the 'fanciest' in an (imaginary)
planetary contest (we'll leave that to Saturn, with all those flashy rings), but we're hecking
creative, vibrant, diverse and tenacious, full of people from all walks of life and even when
life is hard and we get pushed aside, we're pretty tough. Both Newtown and Pluto are
pretty laidback as well. It takes Pluto 248 years to meander on an orbit around the sun
(versus the earth rushing around in a single year) - similarly, there's none of the hustle bustle
rush of the CBD here in Newtown. 

Basically, Newtown is cool. And Pluto is cool. I mean...Pluto is actually not just cool but
actually VERY COLD what with it being made of ice. But you see my point. Anyway, while
you're being cool in Newtown, I hope you enjoy this issue and the facts about Pluto it holds!
I LOVE this cover by talented Newtown artist John - a play on Pluto the dog (who may or
may not be named after the planet - check out Linda's Pluto facts later in the issue!!) on
Pluto the planet. 

Ngā mihi, 
Ellie 
P.S. if you've got a few coins to spare and you're thinking of flood stricken peeps up in
Tāmaki Makaurau / Auckland, here's a great list of places to donate: bit.ly/409OlC2



At 10 years old, Gabe Oliver-Booth is
(probably!) our youngest Notorious
Newtowner yet. They live in Melrose with
their Mum, Dad, sister and their very fluffy
cat called Alfie. They're a Newtown kid
at heart though - they lived on Mein St
until recently and still go to Newtown
School. 

I met Gabe because I'd heard they were
interested in space and that seemed
perfect for this edition about Pluto! When
I asked what the coolest thing about
space is, they answered: "Everything, and
everyone of us, is space and the
universe". Pretty philosophical eh?! 

Gabe also gave me some great facts
about space. They told me about neutron
stars, which are about the size of a city,
but contain extreme amounts of matter.

Bronwyn and Gabe kōrero space, fat galaxy clusters, gelato and more. 

If you got close to one of these beasts you'd just get absorbed into it. We also chatted
about galaxies, which Gabe told me are organised into groups called super-clusters.
Apparently there's a super-cluster out there named "El Gordo", which means "the fat-one" in
Spanish!

Despite knowing heaps about space, Gabe isn't so keen on going into it. They'd rather be an
astronomer. Or a writer - they're working on a fantasy/mystery book right now, writing a
page or more a day. They also love cooking and reading and gave us a book
recommendation, the "Skullduggery Pleasant" series by Derek Landy (this comes with a
content warning for violence though!) - check it out at the Library here: bit.ly/3JwWH0R

Gabe loves Newtown and can't imagine life without it. You might spot them at Peoples
Coffee, or the Mediterranean Food Warehouse - they reckon the margherita pizza and the
stracciatella gelato there are the best in town. Their message for Newtowners? 

"Wow, this is awkward, I'm talking to a whole town!". Yes Gabe, yes you are and we don't
think it's awkward at all! 



Heimat: A German Family Album 
By Nora Krug
Library link: bit.ly/3WGG3i8 
Review by: Lizzie Gibbons

The term ‘graphic novel’ often fails to
convey the scope and variety of the
Wellington City Libraries collection.
Although ‘novel’ implies fictitious, nestled
within the confines of the collection is a
wealth of non-fiction graphic works. From
guides and infographics to biographies and
memoirs, the subjects include everything
from knitting to pronoun guides and is an
ever-growing part of the wider collection. 

Graphic memoirs make up a significant
portion of the graphic nonfiction category.
Able to push the boundaries beyond the
typical written memoir, graphic memoirs are
being used to express intergenerational
narratives, feelings, myths and memories in
new ways. Nora Krug’s Heimat: A German
Family Album (Sometimes titled 'Belonging')
is an excellent example of how graphic
memoirs can push the boundaries of a
typical memoir. Beautifully and creatively
illustrated, Krug explores her family’s
culpability under the Nazi regime alongside
her own relationship with her birth country.
Stories are embedded within stories as she
talks with various family members and
embarks on her own archival research.
 
A powerful aspect of Krug’s work is her
method of depicting the withholding,
absence, or loss of information and
memories. Krug centres her narrative on the
unanswered and unanswerable questions.The
multi-medium approach of cartoons
overlayed with photographs, documents and

handwriting, creates an immersive
experience for the reader. Krug includes
the reader on her research journey, sharing
the frustrations and success. Documents
crowd the page, but a full comprehensive
picture, the answers Krug and the reader
are looking for, are often just out of reach.

There is a thread of homesickness
throughout Krug’s work. Scattered
throughout the chapters are segments titled
“From the notebook of a homesick émigré"
and include various objects that remind Krug
of home. There is a constant, bittersweet,
yearning for a sense of belonging, or
heimat. Krug asks within the opening
chapter “How do you know who you are, if
you don’t understand where you come
from?”. Krug’s journey is a search for
belonging beyond a geographical location;
a search for the ties that bind her family
together. 

Heimat can be found within both the
Kilbirnie and Newtown Library’s Graphic
Novel Collection. Other recommended
graphic memoirs include Laura Gao's 'Messy
Roots: A graphic Memoir of a Wuhanese
American' and Emei Burrell's 'We Served
the People: My Mother’s Stories'.



By Colin Smillie and the Space Place team!

Pluto has long been a noteworthy and controversial world. In 1905, astronomer Percival
Lowell theorised that the orbits of Neptune and Uranus were being affected by something
with gravity – a mysterious ‘Planet X’. This launched a search which would confirm Pluto as
the long hoped-for ninth planet twenty-five years later. 

Scientific discoveries, however, should be challenged as new evidence emerges. A century
after the initial search for ‘Planet X’, a controversy kicked off about why Pluto was being
called a planet. Pluto sits within a population of objects of similar sizes, which together form
the Kuiper Belt – a vast, doughnut-shaped debris field made up of leftovers from the
formation of our solar system – and we did not call these other objects planets. This
triggered a debate: What is the definition of a planet?

In 2006, the International Astronomical Union decided on three criteria to define a planet. A
planet must:
1. Orbit the Sun
          Pluto is located 5.8 billion kilometres from the Sun – so it takes a whopping 248
Earth years to go around the Sun once!
2. Reach hydrostatic equilibrium (i.e. it should be pretty round)
           A planet must have enough mass for gravity to pull it into a round shape. Pluto may
only be about 2/3 the size of our moon, but it certainly qualifies here. 
3. Have ‘cleared its local neighbourhood’ of debris:
           A celestial object with enough mass and gravity will ‘clear’ its orbit by accumulating
or sweeping away smaller objects within its orbital pathway, becoming the dominant object
in that area. Pluto fails on this point.

Thanks to this definition, Pluto was demoted to dwarf planet status, leaving us with eight
known planets in the solar system. There are, however, already four more worlds classed as
dwarf planets: Ceres, Eris, Makemake, and Haumea, and likely many more out there still
waiting to be discovered. 

How do you feel about Pluto’s demotion? Do you think it should still be called a planet? 
If you want to find out more about Pluto and the other Dwarf Planets, the solar system, our
galaxy and beyond, visit us at Space Place and learn how you fit into your place in space.
Find out more at museumswellington.org.nz/space-place

Pluto: Planet? Or Plan-not?
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Space Sailor 
Pluto inspired poetic writing by Don Newt McDonald

Pluto is 5X smaller than the Earth – it’s about 1/2 

It takes 248 years for Pluto to orbit the sun - so on Pluto, 

Pluto the planet was discovered in 1930 and it would be another year before the Disney
dog was formally called Pluto the Pup (in the cartoon The Moose Hunt). But how was
the dog named? No one is quite sure.
Plutonium was named after the planet, Pluto. This is because it came after Uranium,
discovered in 1789, which was named after the planet Uranus (discovered in 1781), and
neptunium, discovered in 1846, which was named after the planet Neptune (discovered
in 1940).

By Linda Halle

      the width of the United States.

      it would take 248 years to celebrate your first birthday!

Plutonic facts



The upgrade of the main community centre building on the corner of Colombo and Rintoul
Streets is charging ahead at full pace, with many of the walls up – it’s really looking like a
community centre! The building team are hoping to hand over the keys to Wellington City
Council (WCC) sometime this month, which means we’ll get access a little while after that
(cos we’re separate from WCC, we are a private trust who work in partnership with WCC).

It’ll take us a while to sort out the venue, create new health/safety plans, create new
systems, get all our services connected, move in, hang artwork, book in activities – all that
good stuff… so right now, we don’t have a firm date for when we will close up Green street
and then when we will reopen Colombo/Rintoul, but we have our fingers crossed for late
March / early April. It’s a huge task and we’re a small team with lots of other things on too!
We are hoping that Covid or other events don’t get in the way and create further delays in
the timeline – but this is something that could occur. 

We’re also asking the community for some help. The Council has paid for the bricks and
mortar of this project, but we need to pay for the things that go inside the community
centre. We’ve created a bit of a wish list – you can check that out here:
newtowncommunity.org.nz/support-us We will be a bit fussy about the types of
furniture we want to take – as we want to match the style of the building and keep it classy
(free couches aren’t hard to come by, but often they are pretty junky – not funky)! Please
get in touch if you have something you think will enhance our space for everyone to be able
to enjoy.

We are also asking the community if they want to support us with a few coins – every bit
helps. Here’s a link if that’s something that you’re in a position and have desire to do:
bit.ly/ncccneedsyou

Upgrade update!

The theatre! 

Project Manager Brent and Ellie 
admiring a completed room!

http://www.newtowncommunity.org.nz/support-us.html


www.newtowncommunity.org.nz  / www.facebook.com/Newtown.Community.Centre
04 389 4786 / info@newtowncommunity.org.nz

What's the Happs? 

Get in touch

Newtown Tool Library - Wednesdays 5-
7pm, Saturdays 11am-1pm.
Did you know we have our very own Tool
Library in Newtown? Nestled between the
library and the park on the corner of
Constable and Riddiford Streets is a
treasure trove of tools that members can
borrow - reducing waste and increasing
access to expensive resources! Membership
is $30 per year. We're also looking for
more awesome volunteers to keep it open
and serving the community. Check out more
at newtown-tool-library.com

Community Treaty of Waitangi
workshop - Saturday 25th February,
9.30am - 4.30pm, Inside Out, 138
Wakefield Street
Join this interactive community workshop run
by the Treaty Action Collective, learn more
about Te Tiriti o Waitangi and how you can
honour it in your everyday life! Pay what you
can between $5-$50, lunch provided.
Register at bit.ly/3DOqn5Z

Te Rā o Waitangi - Monday 6th
February, 12-6pm, Waitangi Park
Council are putting on an amazing range of
Māori  kōrero/speeches, waiata/songs,
mahi toi/art and performances and kai /
food at this FREE day of honouring Te Tiriti o
Waitangi - more info at bit.ly/3RkBSas

Whānau Film Night - Sunday 5th
February, 6-9pm, Waitangi Park
Our Council have organised a FREE
screening of feature film Whina, as well as
Māori and Pasifika short films. Bring a picnic
and the whānau! bit.ly/3RkBSas

Everybody Dance! - Hawaiian styles.
Monday evenings from 13th Feb, 5.30 -
6.30pm
Start the new year right by joining new
kaiako / teacher Liora Noy to learn some
Hawaiian dance moves! No dance
experience needed - everyone can do it!
Move your body, have some fun and learn
some great moves - all for only $2 per
class! Email
info@newtowncommunity.org.nz for
more info. 

Beach Body Mug Making! Thursday 23rd
Feb, 7.15-9.30pm
Mud+Woman Pottery are offering this fun
class to women & non-binary/gender
diverse peeps! Join to make your own
beach body mug. Costs and registrations
here: bit.ly/3HjFMMn

Newtown Hall, 
71 Daniell Street

Newtown Community Centre, 
2a Green Street

Free Legal Advice from Community Law
- first and third Wednesday of each
month (1st & 15th February), 11am-12pm 
The rad free rōia / lawyers from Community
Law are back to help you with your legal
issues! Drop-in to have a quick consultation
and get some advice. No appointment
needed - 04 389 4786 for any questions. 

Smart Newtown survey!
The team at Smart Newtown - our free
computer hub on Constable Street - is
making plans for classes this year. What
computer stuff do you wanna learn? Let
them know! Fill in the survey online here
bit.ly/3JtGZU2 or call 04 380 0143

Newtown

Elsewhere


