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School Holiday Programme 

July school holidays are just around the corner! Send the kids along to the cheap-as-chips Newtown School Holiday Programme, 

running July 11 to 22. Costs are between $10 and $25 per child per day, and enrolments need to be made by July 1st.  Pick up an 

enrolment form from the Newtown Community Centre office, or find one at newtowncommunity.org.nz. This programme is a small 

(but amazing!) one, so get in asap to make sure you don't miss out. 

 

Tū Move Dance Workshop 

The New Zealand School of Dance (Hutchinson Road, behind Te Whaea) are running Tū Move, a free workshop for 14 - 18 year old 

Māori and Pacific Island men in street dance, contemporary dance and other dance styles. Top tutors, led by NZSD graduate 

Luke Hanna, will teach and mentor the participants. Material learnt on the course could also be useful for students studying 

NCEA. Running July 18 to 22, and entry is FREE! For more info, visit nzschoolofdance.ac.nz/events/tu-move 

 

Friday Nights at Baobab 

Don’t let the winter weather turn you into a hermit! Head down to Baobab on Friday nights for good food and even better live 

music. 1 July, Joe Shepard; July 8, Carlos Navae Trio; July 15, Bill Lake; July 22, Solomon Crook; July 29 Lauren Armstrong 

Jazz Duo. 

 

Newtown Residents’ Association 

The Newtown Residents Association is a group of residents, business owners and people who live, work, play or are just interested 

in issues relating to Newtown and the surrounding suburbs. They respond to local issues, making submissions to Wellington City 

Council and other bodies when these are called for and being a hub for community consultation, providing support for many local 

initiatives. Drop in to their next meeting on Monday 18th July 7.30pm at Newtown Hall, 71 Daniell Street. Everyone welcome! 

 

Open Music Jams in Newtown 

Come along to the Newtown Community Centre on Monday evenings from 8pm to jump on board (or just sit and enjoy) the 

weekly jazz jams - koha only! Or head down to Moon bar on Riddiford Street with an instrument in hand to join in their free 

jams on Tuesday nights, also kicking off at 8pm. 

 

Plastic Free and Beyond - Living Zero Waste in Wellington 

In the spirit of Plastic Free July, Hannah and Liam bring you an interactive evening of information about living Zero Waste... 

Wellington-style. Drawing on their own research, they will also delve into how a Zero Waste lifestyle can trigger a political 

paradigm shift well beyond the rubbish bin, connecting theory, practice, policy and law in unexpected ways. And of course, they’ll 

share handy tips and secrets on how to survive without plastic! July 12 at 17 Tory Street, 6.30pm. Koha appreciated! 

 

RAW Circus - Winter Edition 

An evening packed with creative, impressive, memorable acts performed by beautiful and talented people in a wide variety of 

circus skills from Wellington’s Circus School. On the menu of the night: tissus, trapeze, contortion, partner acrobatics, hula-hoop, 

chinese pole, aerial rope, magic, and more. A lovely, fun and memorable night! July 2, at The Circus Hub (11 Hutchinson Road), 

Newtown. Doors open at 7pm for a 7.30pm start. Suggested koha of $10 - $20. 

 

Tree Planting with Friends of Owhiro Stream 

Friends of Owhiro Stream are having their annual Planting Day with 1,000 trees to be planted on Saturday 9 July, 10am-3pm. 

Folks are welcome to pop in for as much of the day as suits them. There will be a BBQ at lunchtime, and the event will be 

family-friendly. The site for planting is behind Owhiro School grounds and can be accessed  at the south end of Happy Valley 

Park (opposite 137 Happy Valley Road). 
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Dear Newtown, 

 

After all my gloating about going on a fantastic holiday for two months to beautiful, 

hot, sunny places, I’m now back in Wellington facing the prospect of at least 4 months 

of cold, dark winter. Boo! But I can’t complain really, two months of travelling is a  

privilege not many in this world get to indulge in, and besides who wouldn’t want to 

come back to this awesome place called Newtown! Woo! 
 

Plus I’ve arrived back to some exciting news (also more than a little sad for me). The 

Newtown Community Centre stalwart, Anna Porter has become a living incubator for a 

tiny human. Which is super exciting! Hooray for babies! The sad part is that she will be 

leaving the community centre in a couple of months (what will we do without her?!!!). 

So, if you fancy yourself a community development pro and would be keen to work 

alongside me in the centre’s office, keep an eye on the Newtown Community Centre 

website at the end of this month for the job advertisement (please note: drinkers of 

strong, quality coffee need only apply). 

 

Meanwhile, the Newtown News ploughs on ahead! In this issue Ra-iwi Smith brings to life 

another super interesting person about Newtown in his latest entry of the Notorious 

Newtowner. Rose Sealy writes a beautifully sculpted piece on Ramadan, and another 

on the woes of winter. We have fascinating and informative entries for Newtown History 

Files and our Gardening Column. Get the low-down on what’s happening about town 

on the back page. 

 

Stay warm everyone! 

 

Ngā mihi nui, 

 

Renee Rushton                                             

newtowns.newsletter@gmail.com 

Cover photo Rose Sealy, Design by Olivia Richardson (thanks heaps!) 

Thanks to the support of our amazing local businesses! Please support them back! 
 

 

 

 

 

The views and opinions expressed in this publication are solely those of the original  

authors and other contributors. These views and opinions do not necessarily reflect 

those of the Newtown Community & Cultural Centre  
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Last Wellington winter, holding onto a Courtenay Place lamppost, I swore to never  

Winter again. My jacket collar was brittle against the easterly wail, my merino gloves red 

against melancholic skies; my body hollowed from cold. 
 

In the stormy east-wind straining, 

The pale yellow woods were waning, 

The broad stream in his banks complaining, 

Heavily the low sky raining 
 

Letting go of the lamppost, resentful against the cold, I then saw a yellowed Ginko leaf 

dance before me; tantalizing, promising colour against Winter. 
 

 Willows whiten, aspens shiver. 

The sunbeam showers break and quiver 

In the stream that runneth ever 
 

I walked on, lighter in the wind; the Winter stream warming in me. I thought of the dead, 

recently picked flowers, now withering into warm yellows during the winter cold. The 

new hues of my room. 

 

Does Winter silently take from nature, digest it, leaving promise of renewal? 

 

The cold, twisted Pohutakawas flailing shadows of exorcisms, shaking the coat of yester-

year; the process the same through all organisms. Winter a mere rapid river shrouding 

nature with preserving, hibernating needs; cloaking humanity to pause, to consider, to 

process. 
But in her web she still delights 

To weave the mirror's magic sights 
 

After all we are all brooding rustic flowers of Winter awaiting the seeds of Spring. 

      

*Poetry inserts from ‘The Lady of Shallott’ (1832) by Alfred Lord Tennyson 
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It’s 5am. The heat is already rising from the dry, deserted earth. An echo starts in the 

neighborhood; it is the local mosque calling it’s revelers to put on their cloaks of  

humility, to put aside their food and to gather for communal prayer. 
 

Pause. You turn the pages of your national newspaper, ink rubbing on your fingers; 

the relentless stories about global Islam scarring your mind. You may have heard the 

word Ramadhan in reference to militant Islamic behaviour. You may not, however, 

have heard about hundreds of Muslims breaking their fast while sharing their Iftar 

(post sunset Ramadhan meal) with other Orlando grievers following the recent mass 

shooting. 

 

Love has a thousand names, and this is one. 

 

Islam has ‘five pillars’, their beliefs outlining their ‘steps’ of devotion, faith and  

understanding for the religion, and therefore themselves. These ‘steps’ are Shahadeh 

(recitation of the profession of faith), Salat (performing prayers five times a day), Za-

kat (paying alms to the needy), Sawm (fasting during Ramadhan), and Hajj (Mecca 

pilgrimage). Ultimately, as Rumi said, these five pillars lead to a place of peace with 

oneself, and God; a place of nothing and everything - 
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"Knock, And He'll open the door 

Vanish, And He'll make you shine like the sun 

Fall, And He'll raise you to the heavens 

Become nothing, And He'll turn you into everything." 
 

 

 

 

 

The nothing and everything is tested in the largest and most prominent event in the  

Islamic calendar of beliefs. Ramadhan, meaning ‘scorching’ in Arabic, is a time in the 

northern hemisphere summer of refraining from food, liquids, smoking and ‘sinful’ behav-

ior; refraining everyday for 30 days from sunrise to sunset. It starts in the 9th month of the 

Islamic calendar, ending with the sighting of the first crescent moon. 

 

A chapter of scorching all excess, a path paved in to oneself, and therefore a path 

closer to Allah. 

 

This ‘fasting’ initially marked the inspiration Allah gave to Mohammed to write the holy 

Quran in 609 AD. Mohammad’s inspiration to write the Holy Book then, now creating the 

writing of a new chapter; a threatened legacy, carried out by millions worldwide. 

 

So as I sit here, now with the rains painting the garden a new lush green, the local 

mosque call to prayer eddies through the air, thick with evening devotion. My mind 

turns to the fasters of the day, still hours ahead till their Iftar, their souls still searching 

amidst the stomach grumbles, dry mouths and sweaty heat. 

 

Pushing through in their devotion; then coming to the table cloaked in humility when 

the food is finally laid. 
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After the great land sale of the majority of land in the Southern part of the North Island 

in the 1840s, Maori leaders were concerned with retaining traditional clearings, cultiva-

tions, pa and sacred areas. As a result, much of the Crown's energy went into preserv-

ing these lands for  

customary title. Of these, by 1929 about 1280 acres were vested in Maori beneficiaries, 

500 acres were sold and 227 acres remained held by the Maori Trustee - 191 acres of 

farm land out near Kaitoke, and 36 acres in Newtown. 
 

A notable period in Newtown's reserve’s history was the 1870's, when Wellington first 

developed into this suburb. Commissioner of Native Reserves, Charles Heaphy, worked 

throughout the decade to establish a lease of the entire 36 acres to the Colonial Sur-

geon, Alexander  

Johnston. The owners of Te Aro lands reserved in customary title, including Wi Tako Nga-

tata, Mohi Ngaponga, Hemi Parae, opposed this lease, advocating instead using the 

Newtown lands for housing for themselves and their families. In 1878 a group from Te 

Aro seized possession of the Newtown ridge, challenging Heaphy to prove his full legal 

authority over the lands. Unfortunately for the Maori occupiers, Heaphy succeeded 

and had them forcibly removed. 

 

The convoluted 1896 Native Reserves Act empowered the Public Trustee to enter per-

petually renewable leases, at 4% of the unimproved land value, with 21-year review 

periods. Under these provisions the Public, and Maori Trustees, leased most of the New-

town land to large institutions - Education Department (Wellington South Intermediate 

School), the Health  

Department (Wakefield Hospital, Wellington Hospital), Athletic Park, and Wellington City 

Council (Granville Flats). The Athletic Park development was encouraged by the City 

Council Empowering Act 1908 which secured facilities in athletic facilities by empower-

ing the Council to take the land "for sporting purposes". 

 

 

Winter can seem a strange time to be getting into the gardens but we've taken it as a 

good chance to reflect on all the great events and working bees we've had through-

out the year, and think about where to next for spring and summer. 
 

We're keen to make Carrara Park a thriving space for anyone to pick fruit and veg and 

nuts! Currently we're waiting to hear if our application to Council for some new fruit and 

nut trees is successful, and planning which perennial plants we can put into the existing 

beds. We're installing a rain water tank to support summer watering. 

 

If you want to get your green fingers a bit dirty come join us at our fortnightly 10am 

Saturday working bees - check out our Facebook pages for details, no experience 

necessary! And if you're getting your fingers dirty at home now is a good time to plant 

garlic, get your peas and broadbeans in and spring onions in trays. 
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Ra-iwi Smith has a chat with the latest  

Notorious Newtowner, Kirsty Mckay. 
 

The sun sears the tar seal on a Mexican 

highway, traffic’s clogging, horns blazing. 

Kerstie Mackay calmly directs vehicles 

through whilst ensuring a clear path for a 

tarantula to cross the road. 

 

It’s about Opportunity for animals. 

 

If I’m stepping down Riddiford St and I 

whisper at my guide dog to “find Oppor-

tunity”, he’s instantly an eager mess to get 

us to the best smelling second hand  

bargains in town. Kerstie manages the two 

city stores of Opportunity for Animals and 

although she is paid for a 20 hour work 

week she has no qualms about slapping 

another 20 on top for a cause she is strong-

ly passionate about. “No regrets,  

absolutely no regrets” she affirms. 
 

Opportunity for Animals started 10 years 

ago as a small grass-roots Newtown oppy. 

It has now grown to the point where it 

owns 26 acres of land in Otaki that has 

been transformed into a utopian sanctuary 

for animals. With an Eden-esque array of 

animals from pigeons, rats and hedgehogs 

to pigs, ponies and goats, even geese will 

call it sanctuary when it is  

shooting season. No animal is of higher or 

lesser value. “I just cry with happiness  

every time I’m there” she expresses. “Just 

to see this beautiful place and to know it’s 

a refuge and a home for all animals big 

and small is a heart-warming thing.” 
 

From day one Kerstie’s been an animal 

enthusiast. “Growing up we always had 

animals around.” However, a seed of  

activism was planted one day when  

discovering that the lump of flesh on her 

plate used to be the merry ‘lil lamb that 

would skip around the yard. Since then 

she’s been a fairly active vegetarian and 

vegan, but admits that due to her kids not 

being vegan she will crunch the odd  

cookie. 

 

But her dedication to supporting and  

advocating for the defenceless underdog 

is unshakeable. “It’s never their fault 

though is it” she says in defending rats from 

being experimented on. And you can’t 

really argue with that! 
 

Through Opportunity for Animals she has 

also helped and supported charities like 

Rape Crisis and Kids with Blankets, and will 

fill up bags of clothes for the local  

homeless. It’s a community that needs a 

cheap op shop and needs to be support-

ed. Everybody deserves to wear decent 

clothes. And when you’re basically buying 

a bag of bird feed or a bundle of hay and 

receiving some sweet gears in return, it 

works out to be a total win. 

 

Kerstie has an encompassing commitment 

to her work and ideals and the vim to get it 

done. If I was ever a down and out  

animal it’s nice to know that there’s  

people like Kerstie out there who’ve got 

your back. 
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